CHAPTER XIV
ON THE SCULPTURAL PRESENTMENT OF ANIMALS IN GENERAL
NOWADAYS, contrary to the practice of the old Egyptians, animals in sculpture are treated more after the manner of portraits, and details occupy a place of great importance. Instead of the grandiose, laconic and solemn art, which passing with ease from the great masses to the great planes, modelled the forms in a summary manner, giving only their essence, we frequently see sculptures in which the execution presents more research, more colour, and which seek to express the asperities of the hide, the details of the manes, the roughness of the hairs, the markings of the coat, etc.
It must be admitted that this determination to seek external reality, carried out with discernment and tact, may add to the force of the image and enhance its expression, but only when the artist subjects detail to the essential and strongly graven lines of the figure, and knows how to make one feel, under the living details, the construction of the animal, the free play of the muscles. That great master in the rendering of
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